in English in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries) are justified by practical considerations of compilation and by the nature of the series; they suit the needs of reference librarians and students rather than medical historians. Strangely, at least two eighteenth-century items are included. The addition of about ninety new names to this section fills many gaps in the previous edition but it is a pity that there are no cross-references to the section of collective biography either for subtsantial biographies in collective volumes or for figures who do not appear in the section of individual biography. The book actually includes full-page portraits of Mead and Askew from The gold-headed cane but neither has yet received a full-length biography. One must also regret the absence of annotations, at least for such figures as Lister and Pasteur for whom over a dozen items are listed.
The section of collective biography is partially annotated but this section suffers from its alphabetical arrangement under authors; a systematical arrangement would suit the rather heterogeneous material better.
The book is well produced and the type-setting is more economical of space than that of its predecessor, with no loss of clarity. The use of paper covers has made it possible to set a price very little higher than that of the first edition, in spite of the considerable improvements to the text. It should serve as a useful starting point for much future biographical research.
H. J. M. SYMONS
